Twice Amended 2/13/18

Adopted 2/13/18

Twice Amended 2/13/18


Introduced by Council President Brosche and Council Members K. Brown, R. Brown, Dennis, Gaffney and Newby and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Becton, Bowman, Boyer , Carter, Crescimbeni, Ferraro, Gulliford, Hazouri, Love, Morgan, Schellenberg and Wilson and twice amended on the Floor of Council: 

RESOLUTION 2018-102-A
A RESOLUTION FINDING A NEED FOR BETTER RECOGNITION OF AND EDUCATION ABOUT JACKSONVILLE’S RICH CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY; CREATING A TASK FORCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville, with an African-American population of just over 30%, has a long, notable, yet sometimes complex history with regard to its minority populations and race relations; and


WHEREAS, of the 18 individuals currently inducted into the Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame, fully one-third (6 honorees) are from Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, although Jacksonville was the home of several seminal figures in African-American history (including brothers James Weldon and John Rosamond Johnson, composers of the unofficial “black national anthem” Lift Every Voice and Sing and A. Philip Randolph, a leader in the U.S. civil rights and labor movements), there is little commemoration of that history except for a few historical markers recalling past events; and
WHEREAS, better recognition of Jacksonville’s important civil rights heritage could help to expand understanding among our citizens and help engender greater mutual respect and pride; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Task Force Created. The City of Jacksonville hereby establishes the Task Force on Civil Rights History. A copy of the Council President’s Charge Memorandum is attached hereto as Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Rev Memo, February 13, 2018 – Floor”. 
Section 2.

Membership of the Task Force on Civil Rights History. The Task Force on Civil Rights History shall be led by the Honorable Warren Jones and Ju’Coby Pittman as Co-Chairs, and shall consist of twenty-seven members. A list of the members, who have wide experience, deep historical knowledge and a variety of valuable perspectives on this issue, is contained in the attached Charge Memorandum attached as Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Rev Memo, February 13, 2018 – Floor”.

 Section 3.
Scope of Task Force on Civil Rights History. The Task Force shall undertake an in-depth review of Jacksonville’s history with regard to events, persons, places, themes and causes related to America’s civil rights movement and suggest ways that persons, places and events important to the national movement that have connections to Jacksonville can be properly recognized and explained for the education and benefit of all our local citizens and for visitors to Jacksonville who may be unaware of the City’s important role in the civil rights movement.

Section 4. 
Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency.
Emergency passage of this legislation upon introduction is requested. The nature of the emergency is that it would be symbolically significant to approve the legislation and appoint the Task Force during Black History Month, and it would also permit the Task Force to begin its work expeditiously in order to do a thorough job while meeting its reporting deadline of June 30, 2018.

Section 5.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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